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Readings, Songs & Music for Ceremonies Celebrating Love  

Any of these readings and songs would be suitable for any ceremony celebrating love: 
young or old, male or female, marriage, commitment, or vow renewal. The headings are just 
a guide to give the lists some structure, they aren’t meant to be limiting. 

READINGS  

There are many other readings to choose from including religious odes, classical texts, and 
funny haikus, so take these suggestions as inspiration for your own research. Websites like 
PoetryFoundation.org and Poets.org are great resources. 
 
Formal/Traditional 
Let Me Not To The Marriage Of True Minds (Sonnet 116) by William Shakespeare 
How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43) by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Forever is Composed of Nows by Emily Dickinson 
She Walks in Beauty by Lord Byron 
 
Casual  
Union by Robert Fulghum  
Song of the Open Road Stanza 15 by Walt Whitman – couple from different cultures 
Wedding Poem by Ross Gay 
 
Spiritual  
Apache Wedding Blessing by Elliott Arnold 
On Marriage by Khalil Gibran 
The Invitation by Oriah Mountain Dreamer 
 
Celtic 
Celtic Wedding Blessing by Katherine Lowry Logan (based on a traditional) 
 
Biblical 
Love Is Patient From Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13 verses 1-13  

https://beinspired.au/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/categories/weddings
https://poets.org/love-poems
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45106/sonnet-116-let-me-not-to-the-marriage-of-true-minds
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43742/sonnets-from-the-portuguese-43-how-do-i-love-thee-let-me-count-the-ways
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/52202/forever-is-composed-of-nows-690
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43844/she-walks-in-beauty
https://youtu.be/iLrKNiFa3B8?si=7dOtUy4mnYmQqRJR
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48859/song-of-the-open-road
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/58761/wedding-poem
https://www.twopawsvideo.com/post/wedding-reading-ideas-4-apache-wedding-blessing
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/148576/on-marriage-5bff1692a81b0
https://www.mindfulnessassociation.net/words-of-wonder/the-invitation-oriah-mountain-dreamer/
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/12094627-may-the-blessing-of-light-be-on-ye-light-outside
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/13
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Same-Sex Couple  
Touched by an Angel by Maya Angelou 
On Love by Khalil Gibran 
 
Younger Couple  
i carry your heart with me by E.E. Cummings 
Love's Philosophy by Percy Bysshe Shelley 
Never Doubt I Love by William Shakespeare (from Hamlet) 
 
Older Couple/Second Marriage/Vow Renewal 
The Art of Marriage by Wilferd A. Peterson 
Marriage by Mark Twain 
Ithaka by CP Cavafy 
Love and Friendship by Emily Brontë 
 
Commitment Ceremony 
I Will Be Here by Steven Curtis Chapman 
 
Spanish 
Soneto V – English & Spanish by Garcilaso de la Vega 
 
  

https://beinspired.au/
https://allpoetry.com/Touched-By-An-Angel
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/148579/on-love
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/49493/i-carry-your-heart-with-mei-carry-it-in
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50262/loves-philosophy
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/7840-doubt-thou-the-stars-are-fire-doubt-that-the-sun
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c89343d4d546e6b460c28a4/t/5cb639aa652dea85b4e22d70/1555446186474/The+Art+of+Marriage+by+Wilfred+A.+Peterson.pdf
http://www.twainquotes.com/Marriage.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51296/ithaka-56d22eef917ec
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50537/love-and-friendship
https://lyrics.lyricfind.com/lyrics/steven-curtis-chapman-i-will-be-here
https://allpoetry.com/Soneto-V
https://www.asale.org/sites/default/files/Soneto_V_Garcilaso_de_la_Vega_0.pdf
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SONGS & MUSIC  

 
Casual  
Makin’ Whoopee by Frank Sinatra (3:06) 
Home by Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros (5:00) 
Your Love Keeps Lifting Me Higher & Higher by Jackie Wilson 
Walking on Sunshine 
This Will Be (An Everlasting Love) – Natalie Cole (1975) 
You Make My Dreams by Daryl Hall & John Oates (1980) 
How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved by You) by James Taylor (1975) (3:31) – recessional 
 
Formal  
Pachelbel's Canon in D by Johann Pachelbel - processional 
River Flows In You by Yiruma (piano instrumental) - signing 
 
Spiritual Marriage Ceremony 
Hallelujah (acoustic) by Leonard Cohen (7:00) 
Hallelujah (instrumental) by Leonard Cohen 
Hallelujah by K.D. Lang 
Hallelujah by Jeff Buckley 
 
Young Couple/First Marriage 
A Thousand Years by Christina Perri (4:39) – recessional 
How Long Will I Love You by Ellie Goulding (2:20) 
Thinking Out Loud (piano instrumental) - Phil Thompson 
Stay With Me (violin instrumental) by Daniel Jang (3:19) - processional 
Just The Way You Are by Billy Joel (4:51) 
Imagine by John Lennon 
Your Song by Elton John 
 
Foreign 
Greek: Horepse Me San Paidi (Dance Me To The End Of Love) by Nikos Aliagas and Adam 
Cohen – jazz covers 
Indian: Nashe Si Chadh Gayi by Befikre (2:30) - recessional 
Spanish: L-O-V-E by Nat King Cole in Spanish (2:33)  

https://beinspired.au/
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Older Couple Second Marriage/Vow Renewal 
What a Wonderful World by Louis Armstrong – signing/recessional 
Unforgettable by Nat King Cole 
Dance Me To The End Of Love by Leonard Cohen (4:40) 
Better Together by Jack Johnson 
Love is Here to Stay by Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Armstrong (4:00) - signing 
Love Story by Shirley Bassey (3:17) - signing 
You're Nobody Till Somebody Loves You by Mando & Coltrane Big Band 
Over The Rainbow by Mando & Coltrane Big Band 
 
1960s 
You Send Me by Sam Cooke (1957) - processional 
At Last by Etta James (1960) - processional 
Can’t Help Falling in Love by Elvis Presley (1961) (3:00) - processional 
Moon River by Andy Williams (1961) - processional 
Somewhere (There’s a Place for Us) by West Side Story Soundtrack (1961) - processional 
The Way You Look Tonight by Frank Sinatra (1964 version) - processional 
How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved by You) by Marvin Gaye (1964) - recessional 
Unchained Melody by The Righteous Brothers (1965) - processional 
All You Need Is Love by The Beatles (1967) - recessional 
Happy Together by The Turtles (1967) – recessional 
Signed, Sealed, Delivered (I’m Yours) by Stevie Wonder (1970) - recessional 
 
 
 

https://beinspired.au/

