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Goodwill Hunting

The nume of the gume is sustainuble, low-impuct contact in g wild world
that is fast disuppedring.

Safari is a Swdhili word meaning
‘journey’, und, in by-gone duys, adventurers travelled on sufari
through unchartered lands with armed guards und hative
porters carrying their home-away-from-homes, their main aim
beiny to shoot biy yume. Thunkfully most bigy yume toduy ure
shot with cameras, as safaris have become big business and
millions of people visit Africu’s gume reserves und hutiondl
purks euch year to get u tuste of huture in u world fast losing
its remaining wilderness. As sufari tourism increuses however, it’s
very eusy to find yourself purt of a l[arge group, viewing unimals
in gume reserves that are little more than ylorified zoos.

Botswunhu offers the other end of the spectrum: high-end,
low-impuct, environmentally-sustainable safaris aimed af the
luxury market, perfect for those who want to dissolve into the bush
und view u wide range of gume with their own khowledgeuble
yuide, with no curfews or restrictions (beyond those necessary
for sufety) und rurely unother vehicle in sight. Despite u more
fpeuceful modern history and higher living standard than most
of Africu, much of Botswanu remuins u roudless wilderness,
where supplies und guests reach cumps by light planes, und
emuils und telephones ure completely ubsent.

The undisputed star of Botswanu’s tourism is the umuzing
Okuvango Deltu, an inlund delta covering 15,000 syuure
kilometres. Heavy summer ruins in Angola’s highlands fill rivers
and channels, which flow across Namibia and info the Okavango
River (forminyg the ‘pun handle’ of the Deltu) und, insteud of
unleushing devustuting floods us one mMight imagine, spreud out
intfo the vust sunds of the Kalahari, creuting the world’s largest
inlund delta.

While some of the lowest lying land in the Deltu remuins
permaunently flooded, most of it fluctuutes between u lurgely
ayuutic environment from ubout Muy fo lute September dotted
with green islunds teuminy with wildlife, and dry savunnuh
grusslunds from dbout December to February dotted with
lugoons, swamps und wuaterholes. One constunt is the yiunt
tfermite Mounds, so essential to the formation of the Deltd’s
habitat. The islands that dot the plains in both dry aund wet
seusons have built up over thousunds of years on the buck of
these mounds. Newer, unwooded mounds provide ideul vantage
points for cheeky buboons that wunt to be ‘king of the custle’,
or creute stark modern sculptures when topped by twisted deud
free frunks. There uren’t uny fences in the Okuvungo Delty, so



animuls roum freely following uncient migration paths und
interacting in their natural habitut, Elephants and hippos ure
the keystone unimuls of the Deltu, us they modify the hubitut:
elephunts by tedring down trees und toppling veyetution,
enubling other unimuls to take udvantuge of the changed
landscupe und lower greenery, und hippos forging through
time-worn chunnels keeping them open so thut the waters
continue to flow.

The first luxury lodge to open in the Okovango Delta (in
1999), und still one of the Most beautiful, is Juo Camp. Built on an
island, it shares u 60,000-hecture private reserve in the centrdl
west of the Deltu with just three other luxury camps. Guest
numbers dre restricted to 48 guests ut uny one time between
the four cumps, muking it possible to drive dll day und rarely

see unother vehicle. The owners of this privute reserve huve
purchased both photographic and hunting rights; although
they don’t exercise their hunting rights, this ensures that no one
else cun hunt the unimals within the concession. Wildlife at Jao
varies with the water levels; lion, untelope (impuly, tsessebe, red
lechwe, kudu, steenbok), zebru, yiruffe, elephunt, wildebeest
and buffulo dot the plains und troops of buboons and Monkeys
make mischief. The bird life in the Delta is colourful and diverse,
the flush of bright blue kingfisher wings und the flurry of rust
from the feuthers of u coppery-tduiled coucul add colour to the
natural fones of trees und scrub.

Service is very personul, with guides collecting gyuests from
the smuill lunding strip und then escorting them on morniny
and dffernoon activities for the durdation of their stay. The
whole cump is ruised on woodeh decks ubove lush palms
with a cunopy of uncient trees overheud. This keeps it cool,
provides un excellent vuntuge point, und dllows the locul
elephants to roum freely uround (und under) the buildings.
Rooms are luxurious, thatched canvas and wood, lefting dll the
sights, sounds und smells of the Africun bush in, but keepiny

uhwunted ihsects und other wildlife out. King-size beds und
en-suite facilities including a large buth, flush toilet, twin
hand-busins and an outdoor shower with G wonderful view add

to the sense of luxury.

Duays start eurly on sufari with a gentle knock on the door
at 5.30um from your guide. A light bredkfust follows und by
6.30um, you're out enjoying u beuutiful African sunrise. Driving
through the savannah in the eurly morning light in an open
AWD, wrupped in u cosy blunket for comfort, suvouring the
eurthy, herby, peppery uromus of the bush und spotting u herd
of elephunts, u duzzle of zebrus or U journey of yiruffes out for
U Mmorhing yruze is un unforyettuble experience. Vehicles ure
often duble to yet very close to unimals, shut off the engines
und dllow guests to sit und observe the interuction umony the
group. The hierarchy within various groups und the cure und
groominyg of the youhy dre fuscinating. Guides are well frained,
knowledyeuble dubout unimals’ hubits, habituts and family
structures us well s locdl flora; one of the gouls of tourism within
the Okavungo Deltu is fo educute people ubout this uniyue
und diverse wilderness. By ubout 11um it’s becoming too warm
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for unimuils (us included) to be out und ubout, so vehicles return
to cump for u substuntiul brunch. Siestu time is spent on the
sala (a duybed with an umazing view), relaxing in the cool
muin lodge with u book und u tdll drink, by the pluhye pool
with u view of the lugoon’s bird life, or in the cupuble hands of
the resident mausseuse und beuuty therapist.

Afternoon teu is served ut 4pm, ufter which you're off on
unother gume drive (us the unimuls come out ugdin in the cool
of the uffernoon), or u mokoro (flut-bottom dugout cunoe)
ride with the yuide poling yonhdolu-style through narrow water
chunnels. Guided wulks ure unother option or, wuter levels
permitting, motorbodut rides between the muny islands of the
flooded Deltu. Cump-outs, where u day und night is spent
in the bush with a guide (meuls und dll) und sleep-outs (the
chunce to sleep under the sturs affer dinner in the muin lodge)
are exciting options. The beuuty of un African sunset sounds like
u cliché, until you are mesmerised by your first one with the fiery
sky slowly fading to ebony.

Service ut Juo is very personulised und friendly; with u guest
to stuff ratio of less than two to one, there’s always someone on
hand to udvise, direct, or just sit und chat about the wonders of
life in southern Africu (und the Okuvango Deltu in particular)—

time moves delightfully slowly on sufaril  “lt's u pleusure” is

somethiny you heur often ut Juo, und you cun tell by the joy
people tuke in their roles that they redlly meaun it!

Botswunhu has such o diversity of landscupes und eco-
systems that it’s wise to visit severdl different cumps to yet u
good overview of the region und see u wide diversity of gume.
Three duys in euch of three cumps is considered idedl. Two
other cumps that make u greut puckuye with Juo are Mombo
und Kinys Pool.

Mombo und Little Mombo camps, on Mombo Islund in
the Moremi Gume Reserve in the Okuvunygo Deltu, have
un dbundunce of pluins unimals, including dll the big cats,
especidlly lions. Even more exciting is their work fo reinfroduce
the endungered white rhino. In May 2004, they celebrated the
first white rhino to be born in that ared in at leust 15 yeurs, They
offer gume flights und inter-camp transfers by helicopter, for
chance to get much closer to the Deltu’s scenery und wildlife
than is possible by light plane.

Leaving the Deltu behind, Kings Pool is locuted in the very
north of Botswana on the Linyanti River, which forms the border
with Numibiu, Rooms dare beuutifully decoruted with wooden
furniture from dll over Africu und have an outdoor dreu
consisting of sdla, plunge pool und bulcony overlooking Kinys
Pool Lugoon where pods of hippos keep cool. Their grunting
and shorting are one of the highlights of Kings Pool, combined
with the frumpeting of elephants, screeching of baboons und
culls of the bird life. They muke this one of the hoisiest, but most
exciting, cumps in Botswunu.,

Wilderness Safaris are the largest organisers of sufaris in
Botswuhu specidlising in high-end, low-impuct safaris in small
cumps www.wilderness-sufaris.com. Their ugent is The Clussic
Safari Company, +61 2 9327-0666 www.classicsufaricompany.
com.au. South African Airways flies to Johdanhhesbury ddily and
Air Botswuhu have ddily flights fo Maun. Travel to the lodyges is
then by private charter on 6 - 12 sedter planes.



